
 
What does 70% Plant Foliage look like? 

How do I measure it? 
 
 

Plant foliage or plant biomass refers to all the 
leaves of growing things. 
 
70% plant foliage is a LOT! 
But don’t despair, trees and shrubs have a LOT! 
 

This is what your yard might look like 
 

 
 
 

Measuring it is relatively simple.  
To get a rough sense of how much foliage there is 
in a tree or shrub, calculate the volume, and 
divide that in half. 
 

h x w2  x   2.07 
2 

FYI: 2.07 is 2/3 of  ( 3.1416) 
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Figuring out the percentage is a bit more 
complicated. 
 
Decide what area you want to assess. You could 
focus on your yard, OR you might want to think 
about the chickadee’s need to have 70% native 
plant foliage within 50 yards of its nest…so you 
might need to count foliage in your neighbors’ 
yards as well! 
 
The first step is to take an inventory. Make a list of 
all the native trees and shrubs in one column, and 
all non-native trees and shrubs in another column, 
and calculate foliage for each. As for herbaceous 
plants and your lawn, it is so insignificant, you can 
ignore it. Add the two columns together and….. 
 
Divide native foliage by total foliage = % native 
 

Here are a couple of examples. 
 

If you have a large Norway maple (non-native) in 
your yard and a large lawn and a couple of native 
shrubs, your % native would likely be 10% or less. 
 

If you have a large sugar maple tree (native), a 
large lawn and lots of non-native ornamental 
shrubs, you might have 70% native! However, if 
some of your non-native ornamental shrubs are 
also invasive, it is time to bite the bullet and 
replace them. You could also consider shrinking 
your lawn by adding native shrubs, perennial 
flowers or vegetables. This would be not only be 
helpful to the chickadee but to the many other 
moths and butterflies looking for host plants, 
birds looking for caterpillars, other pollinators 
looking for nectar and pollen, and many other 
insects and critters. 
 
 
If you have not yet joined the Homegrown 
National Park effort…consider doing that now. 
Pledge to shrink your lawn by planting native 
trees, shrubs and flowers, and get on the map! 
 
 

https://homegrownnationalpark.org/
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/

