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READERS WRITE

From climate despair to local action
MY TURN

By NANCY HAZARD
 

I n the last two months, several
reports caught my eye — scien-
tific studies about benchmarks

I’ve been watching for the last 30
years about the health of our planet
— and the news is scary!

■ On Dec. 18, 2024, EcoWatch
carried the story that in 2024, NOAA
found that the arctic tundra is no
longer a “carbon sink,” but a “car-
bon source.”

■ On Jan. 10, 2025, Nature Maga-
zine reported that we have passed
the goal set by the U.N. of 1.5oC as
the maximum safe global tempera-
ture increase.

■ On Jan. 11, 2025, Science Focus
magazine reported that scientists
are seeing that the Gulf Stream,
which brings warmth to Europe and
our Northeast states, has slowed by
15%.

All these things are caused by
our warming planet, which as re-
ported often, has been caused by
human-emitted carbon, methane
and other greenhouse gases, as well
as the reduction of vegetation that
absorbs and stores carbon.

While I mourn that Donald
Trump pulled us out of the U.N. Cli-

mate talks and the Paris agreement
and that we will lose our voice inter-
nationally, past federal and state
government decisions have empow-
ered us to take action now.

For example, in Massachusetts,
in 2003 a law was passed that re-
quired our electric utility companies
to increase the amount of carbon-
free electricity generated by wind,
water, and solar each year. Today,
statewide, 30% of our electricity is
carbon-free. Going forward, they
must increase zero-carbon electric-
ity by 3% each year, so we can all
have 100% zero-carbon electricity
by 2050.

Now it is our turn. We need to
use this zero-carbon electricity in-
stead of oil, gas, and gasoline in our
homes and for getting around.

The government is offering a
helping hand through government-
created utility programs and funds
from the Inflation Reduction Act

IRA to upgrade our buildings, pur-
chase electric vehicles, and improve
public transit. Since buildings and
transportation use about 80% of the
fossil fuels emissions in Mas-
sachusetts, taking advantage of
these programs would go a long
way to reducing new climate
change emissions.

This will not only safeguard our
planet and ourselves, but help our
pocketbooks as well.

The Greenfield 2007 Energy Au-
dit found that in 2008, $67 million
left our community to pay for fossil
fuels that we used. Let’s keep that
money at home! Additionally, cli-
mate-induced storms and fires are
causing tragedy and costing us mil-
lions of dollars.

It is well known that action is the
best antidote to despair. Here are
some suggestions.

■ Check out the video of Green-
ing Greenfield’s Energy Fair held

last fall, and the info packet. They
explain how to find financial assis-
tance to make the change to zero-
carbon electricity. You can find
these resources on both Greening
Greenfield and FRCOG’s websites.

■ Switching to electricity, how-
ever, is not enough. For years the
U.N. has held poorly reported con-
ferences to address an equally
pressing crisis — that of the loss of
biodiversity. Much has been learned
about the need to restore habitat
native to each area, not only to ad-
dress the loss of 30% of our birds
since 1970, but also to increase na-
ture’s ability to draw carbon dioxide
out of the atmosphere and se-
quester it.

■ In Greenfield, we’ve been mak-
ing a start. Over the past five years,
the city, the Greenfield Tree Com-
mittee, and residents have collabo-
rated to plant over 800 street trees
that provide summer shade and
habitat for native butterflies and
moths, bees, birds, and other crit-
ters.

■ This winter, two community
groups are cutting invasive shrubs
in our parks to make room for na-
tive habitat to return and thrive.
You can find out more and how to

get involved by going to the Nature
section of Greening Greenfield’s
website or searching for “building
pollinator corridors in Greenfield.”

■ In May, the city, in collabora-
tion with Youth Climate Action
Franklin County and Greening
Greenfield, will invite residents to
help plant 700 trees and shrubs as a
first step to restoring Millers
Meadow on the Green River.

So let’s roll up our sleeves! If you
are looking for ways to meet others
and get outdoors, please join winter
invasive plant clipping efforts, and
spring tree planting. Winter is also
a great time for planning. Explore
how to get off fossil fuels, learn
about the beauty and benefits of na-
tive plants and dream about adding
trees and shrubs to your yards.

Finally, please join Greening
Greenfield on Feb. 24, for our sec-
ond talk in a series on supporting
birds in our community. Check it
out at w w w. G r e e n i n g G r e e n -
fieldMA .org.

Nancy Hazard is a member of
Greening Greenfield, and retired
director of the Northeast Sustain-
able Energy Association. She in-
vites feedback at NancyHaz-
ard30@gmail.com.

Let police bias verdict stand
The Court of Appeals has upheld the bias

verdict against the city of Greenfield and its
former police chief. Leonard Kesten, who
nominally represented the city but who was
hired and paid by an insurance company,
wants to consult with his “client” before decid-
ing to seek a further appeal.

To the extent that the city has any control
over Kesten’s decision, which it may not, I
hope the city’s leadership will clearly inform
him that further appeal is not in Greenfield’s
interest. At best, for Mr. Kesten and his insur-
ance employer, a successful appeal would re-
sult in a new trial. Can you imagine anything
worse for the city and the police than reopen-
ing this sad episode?

This was not a simple tort case like a snow-
plow causing an accident and injury. This was
a claim involving the discretionary actions of
city leadership. Municipal insurance is essen-
tial for small cities and towns, but locally
elected leadership should be able to direct the
course of litigation, especially when it involves
core municipal functions like the police.

If they risk losing coverage by “doing the
right thing,” then I suggest that a law should
be passed to remove the threat.

DAVID ROULSTON
Attorney at law, Greenfield

‘Trump did this’ sticker s
at the gas station?

I’ve been away traveling. I’ll be back on the
weekend. I’m glad I filled up with cheap Biden-
era gas before heading to the airport. The next
time I fill up, I’ll be looking for the stickers at the
price of fuel that say “Felonious Trump did
this.” 

At least there’s the promise of cheap eggs
and groceries when I get to the market.

LEO OJALA
Shelbur ne

Small actions powerful
So many of us feel an urgent need to do

something right now, even as we simultane-
ously feel powerless. In fact, there are things
we can do — many powerful things. Cultur-
ally, we tend to value big, grand actions, but
small acts add up in ways we cannot know.

Make eye contact with a person living on
the street, witnessing their humanity. Listen
— really listen, with respect — when others
are speaking. Pick up trash. Hold the door and
let others go ahead of you in line. When you in-
teract with a cashier or receptionist or health
care provider or really anyone, take a mo-
ment to imagine what their life is like.

If you have a loved one who is struggling
with a mental health issue, including sub-
stance use, let them know you care about
them (even if you think they know, tell them,
and tell them again). Reach out to old friends.
Reach out to new friends. Ask for help,
thereby giving others the chance to feel
needed. Rest, laugh, and consider starting a
new creative project.

Imagine some ways that you would love to
be involved in the world. And take good care of
yourself so that you are healthy, with your
mind open, when a great opportunity to serve
lands squarely in your lap.

MATTEA KRAMER
Amher st

By WILLIAM LAMBERS

T here was an inspiring celebration of
Abraham Lincoln’s birthday back in
1948, one that reflected his mission

for peace and charity.
Farmers in Lincoln, Nebraska started a

food train to honor Abe’s birthday (Feb. 12)
and collect donations to feed the starving
people in Europe. Remember this was just
a few years after World War II, and hunger
was still a crisis amid the massive job of re-
constr uction.

But the American people followed Lin-
c o l n’s message of “malice toward none with
charity for all,” which he stated in his sec-
ond inaugural address on March 4, 1865.
L i n c o l n’s timeless, inspiring words helped
power the Lincoln Friendship Train of 1948.
In addition to the Nebraska train, there
were boxcars of food donations arriving
from Colorado and Wyoming. Iowa, South
Dakota and Illinois also started sections of
the Lincoln Friendship Train.

Hundreds of boxcars of food were filled
with donations in early 1948 for the Lincoln
Friendship Train, which eventually arrived
in Philadelphia. The food donations were
sent on to Europe and Asia to bring relief
to war victims. Church World Service,
Lutheran World Relief and Catholic Relief
Services were among the train organizers.

This inspiring effort of the Lincoln
Friendship Train was part of massive food
donations from America to help Europe af-
ter the war. All this food aid gave the Mar-
shall Plan of 1948 a chance to succeed in

rebuilding Europe.
Our food aid saves lives and gives peace

a chance. We should never forget its signifi-
cance.

It’s especially timely now to remember
the 1948 Abraham Lincoln Food train and
what it represented: the humanitarian
spirit of America.

Which is why America should reject the
Trump administration’s plan to shut down
the U.S. Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID). The Trump administration
has ordered a foreign aid freeze and has
started dismantling USAID. This is tragic.
With famine taking place in Sudan and nu-
merous other hunger emergencies, we
need our lead humanitarian agency in ac-
tion.

A big example of USAID’s lifesaving
work is the Food for Peace program, which

was started by President Dwight Eisen-
hower. Food for Peace provides critical do-
nations to hunger relief programs around
the globe.

Programs that feed severely malnour-
ished children are supported by Food for
Peace. This is lifesaving food. To shut it
down would cost lives. We need more Food
for Peace and USAID, not less.

USAID also supports war victims in
Ukraine and Gaza. We can’t be taking that
help away, especially at this time of mas-
sive need. There are numerous other
hunger emergencies, including in the D.R.
Congo, Haiti, Lebanon and Syria. Food is
the one source of stability in all these emer-
gencies.

It’s an American tradition supporting
humanitarian aid. We have always re-
sponded to the cries of hunger from
abroad. The Lincoln Friendship Train was
one example of many times the American
people have rallied to feed the hungry
abroad.

L et’s stop the chaos of this closure of
USAID and end the foreign aid freeze.
Write to your elected officials and let them
know. Let’s support USAID, Food for Peace
and step up the fight against hunger and in-
stability around the globe.

William Lambers is an author who
partnered with the U.N. World Food Pro-
gram on the book “Ending World Hunger.”
His writings have been published by the
NY Times, Newsweek, History News Net-
work, Cleveland Plain Dealer and many
other news outlets.

Honor Lincoln: Support ‘c h a r i ty
for all’ and lifesaving USAID

MY TURN

Winter is also a great time for planning.
Explore how to get off fossil fuels, learn about the
beauty and benefits of native plants and dream

about adding trees and shrubs to your yards.


